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April 20, 2001 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please amend this application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Page 2, please amend the paragraph beginning in line 3 to read as follows: 
Meanwhile, among digital still cameras, there is known a camera having a diaphragm 
blade. In this case, there are two types of diaphragm mechanisms. One is adapted to have a 
plurality of diaphragm blades and enabled to continuously change the diameter of an 
exposure aperture. The other is adapted to selectively enter a preliminarily prepared aperture 
of a predetermined diameter into a proper exposure aperture. In either of the cameras 
respectively having the diaphragm mechanisms of these types, there are two manners of 
performing an exposure aperture control operation. One is to start an exposure aperture 
control operation in a stage in which a power supply switch is closed. The other is to perform 
the exposure aperture control operation after the release button is depressed, and before 


